
INDIAN MODEL UNITED NATIONS 2019
Ryan International Group of Schools

Background Guide – General Assembly 4

INDIAN  MODEL 
UNITED  NATIONS 
2019

Ryan International School, India

Background Guide – General Assembly 4
Chair: Neel Madhav
Email: psneelmadhav@gmail.com



INDIAN MODEL UNITED NATIONS 2019
Ryan International Group of Schools

Background Guide – General Assembly 4

Letter from the Executive Board 

Greetings delegates!
It is our pleasure to welcome you all to this simulation of the 
General Assembly IV at INMUN’19.

We as the Executive Board would try to incorporate every 
facet of the agenda in the background guide. However, it is 
of paramount importance to note that the background guide 
is a non-exhaustive document.

Your actual research will start once you finish with this 
guide. The best way to research would breaking the 
agenda into sub-topics and studying them separately, then 
linking them together with your understanding or further 
research.

You all should know that no matter how complex or 
unfamiliar the agenda sounds, it is just like any other 
ordinary agenda with ample research material. 

Think of it as a journey you are soon to embark on. Prepare 
for it in the best fashion possible with your goals in mind 
and head held high!

Do not panic at any point in time. Feel free to contact the 
EB for any queries. All The Best!

PROOFS CONSIDERED CREDIBLE IN COUNCIL

1.Government Reports
Legitimate reports from government websites of various 
countries are admissible in council as a credible source of 
proof.
 i.Government Websites like the State Department  
 of the United States of America  http://www.state. 
 gov/index.htm or the
 
Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation http://www.
eng.mil.ru/en/index.htm
 ii. Ministry of Foreign Affairs of various nations like  
 India (http://www.mea.gov.in/) or 

People’s Republic of China (http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/).
 iii. Permanent Representatives to the United   
 Nations Reports

http://www.un.org/en/members
 iv. Multilateral Organizations like the NATO 
 (http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/index.htm),

ASEAN (http://www.aseansec.org/ ), OPEC
(http://www.opec.org/opec_web/en/ ), etc.

2. UN Reports
Reports from the official website of the United Nations, 
annual/semi annual/ quarterly releases of UN organs 
such as the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development, and reports or releases of International 
organisations having a formal relationship with UN such as 
the World Bank Group are admissible in council and would 
be considered credible proof. 

News Sources: 
a. REUTERS – Any Reuters’ article which clearly makes 
mention of the fact stated or is in contradiction of the fact 
being stated by another delegate in council can be used to 
substantiate arguments in the committee. 
(http://www.reuters.com/ )

b. State operated News Agencies – These reports can be 
used in the support of or against the State that owns the 
News Agency. These reports, if credible or substantial 
enough, can be used in support of or against any country 
as such but in that situation, they can be denied by any 
other country in the council. 
Some examples are,
i. RIA Novosti (Russia) http://en.rian.ru/
ii. IRNA (Iran) http://www.irna.ir/ENIndex.htm
iii. Xinhua News Agency and CCTV (P.R. China) http://
cctvnews.cntv.cn/

MARKING CRITERIA

Feeling the need of keeping everything on  record and 
every individual’s performance tallied well, we shall follow 
a simple objective marking method. Statements shall be 
maintained in the verbatim and marked in accordance. 
Individuals must bear in mind that their verbal presentation 
shall be judged on the basis of primarily:
i) Research (substantive backing to arguments, facts 
presented, cases and precedents used)
ii) Analysis (Logical reasoning, cases linked, arguments 
countered)
iii) Foreign policy (compliance with foreign interests, actions 
taken pursuant to national interests)
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Other important aspects include chits and lobbying which 
you must use as a tool to accelerate your performance in 
the committee at all times. All other queries with regards 
to the marking shall be addressed in the committee 
regardless.

ABOUT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY - 4

The General Assembly Fourth Committee (GA-4) also 
known as the Special Political and Decolonisation 
Committee (SPECPOL) is one of the very significant six 
committees of the General Assembly. The committee, 
as its name suggests, deals majorly with cases involving 
international political concerns and disputes and prevalent 
cases of decolonisation.

As per the United Nations itself moreover, the GA-4 
considers a broad range of issues covering a cluster 
of five decolonization-related agenda items, the effects 
of atomic radiation, questions relating to information, a 
comprehensive review of the question of peacekeeping 
operations as well as a review of special political missions, 
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian 
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), the Report of the 
Special Committee on Israeli Practices and International 
cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space. In addition 
to these annual items, the Committee also considers the 
items on Assistance in mine action, and University for 
peace biennially and triennially respectively.

What makes this committee unique in terms of its 
functioning is the debate itself which goes about on the 
issues at hand. International relations and respect to policy 
dynamics play a pivotal role in one’s own presentation of 
arguments. However, it is important to bear in mind the 
vastness of discussions that could take place in the GA-4 
because of the inclusion of various modern-day cases in its 
mandate. 

AGENDA 1: ‘DISCUSSING THE RIGHT TO SELF 
DETERMINATION AND ITS IMPLICATION ON 
STATEHOOD’

1. INTRODUCTION

Self-determination laid out in the simplest terms is the 
right of an individual to determine how he/she wishes to 
governed. Taking example of famous cases such as that of 

Crimea, Kurdistan, Catalonia, the right not only covers the 
privilege of domestic autonomy but also grants the power 
to the people to determine the legal status of the political 
entity that would take responsibility of governance.

The practice of self-determination diverges into two 
categories -
i) Internal self-determination
Internal self-determination involves the demands of the 
people for better rights of governance and inclusion in 
political matters all within the domestic framework of the 
existing state. This may be political autonomy or benefitting 
methods of political representation. One such example 
is Quebec wherein people wished to secede¹ from the 
Canadian Confederation so as to form their own sovereign 
state. The Canadian court in this matter advocated for 
internal self-determination and autonomous exercise for 
Canadian citizens residing in Quebec. The case majorly 
suggested the importance of internal self-determination as 
the first step to the practice of the jus cogens right before 
secession or methods involving alteration in the delimitation 
were considered.
1 ‘Secession’ refers to breaking away from an existing 
political entity. Here, a state.

ii) External self-determination
This practice involves the alteration to the legal status 
of the international entity in control of governance. This 
may occur through a change in boundary, secession or 
merger. Regardless, external self-determination brings into 
question the legality of the state in question and moreover 
its territorial integrity and sovereign exercise. In the case of 
Kurdistan, the question is posed to Turkey, Iraq, Syria and 
Iran wherein the Kurdish people have had demands for a 
seperate Kurdish state.

2. IMPLICATIONS ON STATEHOOD

Practice of self-determination, notably external, poses 
important questions to the sovereignty of a sate.

The Supreme Court of Canada’s opinion in the case 
of Quebec stated that the right of a people to self-
determination was expected to be exercised within the 
framework of existing states, by negotiation, for example. 
Such a right could only be exercised unilaterally under 
certain circumstances, under current international law. The 
court held that:
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The various international documents that support the 
existence of a people’s right to self-determination also 
contain parallel statements supportive of the conclusion 
that the exercise of such a right must be sufficiently limited 
to prevent threats to an existing state’s territorial integrity or 
the stability of relations between sovereign states.

The importance of both the two important principles of 
international law gives rise to the dilemma of which one 
supercedes the other. This question is exactly what is 
demanded to be answered in the committee with respect to 
the ongoing cases.

3. NOTABLE CASES
i) Kurdistan
Kurdistan is a historical region primarily inhabited by the 
Kurdish people of the middle east. The territory is currently 
part of 4 states Turkey, Iraq, Syria and Iran. There are 
Kurdish self-determination movements in each of the 4 
states. Iraqi Kurdistan has to date achieved the largest 
degree of self-determination through the formation of the 
Kurdistan Regional Government, an entity recognised by 
the Iraqi Federal Constitution.

Although the right of the creation of a Kurdish state was 
recognized following World War I in the Treaty of Sèvres, 
the treaty was then annulled by the Treaty of Lausanne 
(1923). To date two separate Kurdish republics and one 
Kurdish Kingdom have declared sovereignty. The Republic 
of Ararat (Ağrı Province, Turkey), the Republic of Mehabad 
(West Azerbaijan Province, Iran) and the Kingdom of 
Kurdistan (Sulaymaniyah Governorate, Iraqi Kurdistan, 
Iraq), each of these fledgling states was crushed by 
military intervention. The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan which 
currently holds the Iraqi presidency and the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party which governs the Kurdistan Regional 
Government both explicitly commit themselves to the 
development of Kurdish self-determination, but opinions 
vary as to the question of self-determination sought within 
the current borders and countries.

ii) Catalonia
After the 2012 Catalan march for independence, in which 
between 600,000 and 1.5 million citizens marched, 
the President of Catalonia, Artur Mas, called for new 
parliamentary elections on 25 November 2012 to elect 
a new parliament that would exercise the right of self-
determination for Catalonia, a right not recognised under 
the Spanish constitution. The Parliament of Catalonia 
voted to hold a vote in the next four-year legislature on the 
question of self-determination. The parliamentary decision 

was approved by a large majority of MPs: 84 voted for, 21 
voted against, and 25 abstained.

International law does not recognize the hypothesis that 
the application of the right to self-determination could be 
possible for a national minority because it is not considered 
like the population of a State, but there is a hypothesis 
which is worth analyzing in relation to the current situation 
in Catalonia. It is the one in which a State itself recognizes 
the right to self-determination of several constituent 
peoples; in these cases, as the Badinter Commission 
points out in its Opinion no. 2 on the right to self-
determination of Serbs populations in Croatia and Bosnia-
Herzegovina, the constituent people have the right to 
exercise their own self-determination within the established 
boundaries; consequently, the revocation of fundamental 
prerogatives recognized by the domestic law of the State in 
favor of a constituent people may constitute a violation to 
the right of self-determination.

4. LINKS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH
https://unpo.org/article/4957
https://www.mei.edu/publications/western-sahara-self-
determination-and-international-law
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/gacol3334.doc.html
https://www.globalpolicyjournal.com/blog/07/06/2018/self-
determination-quebec-will-old-sparks-reignite-eyes-world-
fall-charlevoix

AGENDA 2: ‘ANALYSING THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE 
EUROPEAN MIGRANT CRISIS’

1. INTRODUCTION

The European migrant crisis gained enormous momentum 
in its severity in 2015 with thousands of helpless individuals 
traveling overseas in precarious conditions only to seek 
protection against the trauma of their war-torn homeland. 
The crisis has not only worsened the condition of a handful 
of those able to make it to the other side of the sea, but 
has crippled the economies and functioning of even the 
host states who seem to be barely prepared for every 
unexpected wave of the refugee influx. The situation 
calls for a strong discussion on how the states could 
be protected from the strain of the massive immigration 
without compromising on the vital rights of those seeking 
help.

Much has changed since 2015, when irregular migration 
flows across the Mediterranean spiked, leaving EU and 
national policymakers scrambling to expand reception and 
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registration capacity, coordinate aid and services, and 
manage onward movements across Europe. A great deal 
of learning and progress has taken place in areas such as 
information collection and sharing, coordination, leadership, 
and resourcing. Yet officials remain concerned that, should 
a new migration crisis arise, the European Union may still 
struggle to respond.

2. INFLUX SOURCE
The refugee crisis in Europe is a result of extreme 
migration from war torn countries in the middle east and 
Africa primarily:
i) Syria
The greatest number of refugees fleeing to Europe 
originate from Syria. Their migration stems from severe 
socio-political oppression under President Bashar al-
Assad. Civil war ensued with clashes between pro and 
anti-government groups. Anti-government forces were 
supported by external governments (including the US, UK 
and France) in an effort to topple the Syrian government 
via classified programs such as Timber Sycamore that 
effectively delivered thousands of tons of weaponry to 
rebel group. In 2011, a group of Syrians displayed pro-
democracy protests in the city of Daraa. Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad responded with force and consequently, 
more protests were triggered nationwide against the Assad 
regime. By July 2011, hundreds of thousands of people 
were protesting against President Assad. An early violent 
crackdown was implemented to try to mitigate these 
uprisings—however, these measures were met with more 
unrest. By May 2011, thousands of people had already fled 
the country and the first refugee camps opened in Turkey. 
In March 2012, the UNHCR decided to appoint a Regional 
Refugee Coordinator for Syrian Refugees—recognising the 
growing concerns surrounding the crisis. Just a year later, 
in March 2013, the number of Syrian refugees reached 
1,000,000. By December 2017, UNHCR counted 1,000,000 
asylum applications for Syrian refugees in the European 
Union. As of March 2018, UNHCR has counted nearly 5.6 
million registered Syrian refugees worldwide.

ii) Afghanistan 
Afghan refugees comprise the second-largest refugee 
population in the world. According to the UNHCR, there are 
almost 2.5 million registered refugees from Afghanistan. 
Most of these refugees have fled the region due to war 
and persecution. The majority have resettled in Pakistan 
and Iran, but it is becoming increasingly common to 
migrate further west to the European Union. Afghanistan 
has faced nearly 40 years of conflict dating back to the 
Soviet invasion in 1979. Since then, the nation has faced 

fluctuating levels of civil war amidst unending unrest. The 
increase in refugee numbers has been credited primarily 
to the Taliban presence within Afghanistan. Their retreat 
in 2001, led to nearly 6 million Afghan refugees returning 
to their homeland. However, after civil unrest and fighting 
alongside the Taliban’s return, nearly 2.5 million refugees 
have fled Afghanistan.Most Afghan refugees, however, 
seek refuge in the neighboring nation of Pakistan. 
Increasing numbers, though, have committed to the 
strenuous migration to Turkey and the European Union.

3. EUROPEAN POLICIES

European politics and policies have had a major role in 
determining the changing flow of the situation. The way the 
asylum seeking models have been set up in the European 
countries has proved ineffecient in tackling the crisis.

i) Dublin regulation
The Regulation entered into force on the 1st of January 
2014, setting down the criteria and the mechanisms of 
determination of the member State in charge of examining 
the request of international protection presented by a 
third-country national or by a stateless person in one of the 
European states.

This basically means that the Dublin III Regulation defines 
which State has the obligation to evaluate the asylum 
request presented by people who arrive in Europe.

The policy has had its fair share of criticism primarily 
because of how the application of the regulation is 
strenuous, time consuming and ineffective which ultimately 
jeopardizes the protection of refugees. The policy not 
only affects negatively the refugees but in fact, the host 
countries themselves as well.

4. LINKS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH
https://www.unhcr.org/4a9d13d59.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/cnx753je2q4t/europe-
migrant-crisis
https://time.com/tag/europe-migrant-crisis/


